	Common Name:  American kestrel


	Scientific Name:  Falco sparverius



	Class:    Aves

Order:    Falconiformes

Family:  Falconidae

     
	Feeding Type:  Carnivore

Statistics:          Length:   9-12 inches

                           Weight:   3.2 - 6.4 ounces

                           Wingspan: 20-24 inches


DESCRIPTION:  The American kestrel is the smallest, most common and most colorful of the North American falcons.  About the size of jays, males have a rust back and tail with black bars, bluish-gray wings, and a rose colored chest; females are larger than males, have a brown body barred with black, and a buff belly with brownish streaks.  Their featherless legs are bright yellow, and wings are long and pointed. 

RANGE:  Kestrels range from North America to Canada and winter from south-central Alaska through nearly all of South America.  Kestrels from the latitude of 45 degrees north are generally migratory, while kestrels that live around 35 degrees north are generally year round residents.



HABITAT:  Kestrels live mainly in semi-open areas such as deserts, farmlands with pasture, marshes, suburban areas, grasslands, and forest openings.

ADAPTATIONS:  A kestrel hunts from a high perch and uses its excellent eyesight to find prey.  It almost always hovers while hunting and, unlike other falcon species, captures its prey on the ground rather than in the air.  In urban areas, its primary prey is the house sparrow.  Kestrels are rapid, graceful fliers.

REPRODUCTION/GROWTH:  In early spring, the beginning of the mating season, female kestrels choose a male mate based on the quality of territory he holds.  The pair produces three to seven eggs, which are laid in tree and old woodpecker holes, or in man-made nest boxes. Little or no lining is added to the cavity.  The female incubates the whitish-pinkish eggs for 29-31 days while the male feeds her.  He approaches the nest with food, calls the female and she will fly to him and consume the food away from the nest.   About half of the eggs result in healthy young who then fledge a month after hatching, but return to the nest at night to roost.  Some kestrels leave their nest two weeks after fledging while others may remain with their parents long into the summer.  Generally there is only one brood per year.  In the south however, two broods per year can be common when food is plentiful.
LONGEVITY:
Wild: 8-10 years

Captivity: 10-13 years
PREY/PREDATOR:


Prey to larger birds of prey and humans’ destruction

Predator to insects, mammals, birds, reptiles and amphibians

DIET:
WILD: Mammals, birds (mainly house sparrows), insects, and an occasional reptile or amphibian

SZ:
Bird of prey diet and mice
SOCIAL ORGANIZATION:   Kestrels form pairs that are almost always permanent.  Migrating kestrels usually return to the same area as the year before.
APPROPRIATE TOURS:   The kestrel is an education animal, therefore not on tour.
INTERPRETIVE TIPS:   The kestrel has been called a natural helicopter because it has the ability to hover, flying without moving forward.  Kestrels are also commonly called sparrow hawks because they catch sparrow-sized birds as prey.  Kestrels are unique in that they are the only North American falcon or hawk to nest in cavities.  This includes natural cavities, woodpecker holes, eaves of buildings, barns, and nest boxes.  



Because kestrels can see in UV they are able to see the urine of their rodent prey.
BIOFACTS AVAILIBLE:   Feathers
THINGS TO TALK ABOUT:   Kestrels are alert, noisy, suspicious little birds with a unique call sounding like “killy killy killy.”  This constant, high-pitched call is used when protecting their young or annoying other birds.  


The kestrel is Florida’s only nesting falcon species.  

Kestrels are monogamous while breeding and raising young, but in the winter, the two sexes defend different territories.  Males prefer areas with dense vegetation, while females defend areas that are more open.  Kestrels have four requirements for survival in a successful habitat:  1) presence of nest cavities, 2) elevated perches, 3) open hunting range, and 4) an abundance of prey.

Nestling kestrels back up to the walls of the cavity nests, and spray feces on the walls.  This is to prevent the feces from falling on the nestlings.  The dried feces and scraps of food make these nests smell horribly.

CONSERVATION CONNECTION:   Kestrel numbers are declining due to loss of nesting cavities associated with habitat destruction.
STATUS:   Threatened
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